Study Guide

Adapted from: http:/ithinke.org

Monday, August 24- Read Matthew 17:20 D.L. Moody once said, "God is not bothered by our constant coming and
asking. The way to trouble God is not to come at all." Prayer should be like breathing for the Christian. No day can be
boring when God isinit, and God is in all our seemingly insignificart moments in life. (see Psalm 37:23) Prayer enables us
to nat simply be victims of this world, but to instead be victors. We can move heaven and earth with our prayers,
because prayer moves the hand of God on our behalf. E.M. Bounds has said, "The gospel of Christ does not move by
popular waves, it has no self-propagating power. It moves as the people who carry it move.” The people who carry the
gospel move through constant prayer and dependence on God. Over the next few days, | want to share some of the most
powerful lessans |'ve ever learned about prayer. Five prayers that | believe will super charge your prayertime. First, lat's
tolk about "Mountain Moving” prayers. Qur prayers should not be limited to minuscule, unimportant matters. [t's been said:
"If God answered all your prayers this week, would it just change you, or would it change the world around you?" Because
our God is a big God, we should concern ourselves with the higger picture. We serve a God who has said, "Listen! The
LORD's arm is not too short to save, nor is his ear too deaf to hear you call." (Isaiah 53:1) Jesus taught saying, " tell you
the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain, Move from here to there,' and
it would move. Nothing would be impossible.” {(Matthew 17:20) We serve a God who is able to do the impossible! What is
impossible for us is possible with God. God does impossible things on a reqular basis. When is the last time you prayed
for something that seems impossible? We should reqularly pray prayers that are so audacious that only God could
accomplish them.

Pouse and pray: Think of something impossible you need God to do inyour life, or in the life of someone close to you, and
beginto pray and ask God to do big things.

Tuesday, August 25- Read Luke 18:1-8, Daniel 9:23 Pastor Mark Batterson has wnitten about how we need to stop
praying ASAP (as soon as possible) prayers, and instead start praying ALAIT (as long as it takes) prayers. Past
generations of Christians used to call this “praying through,” meaning to keep praying until you get an answer. Thisis
biblical. There's nothing wrong with asking God to help ASAP (David prayed this way all the time in the Psalms). There is a
clear precedent from Scripture that God not only works through our prayers, but He is alsoworks onus as we pray - and
this often means it takes time, patience and persistence to see the answer come through. The book of Daniel contains a
powerful illustration of Daniel praying and fasting for 3 weeks, until an answer is given. The angel of the Lord tells him
that as soon as Daniel started to pray, the answer had been given from heaven, but there was a war in the heavenlies
that caused it to take longer to arrive. We often have no clue how much God is at work through our prayers! Jesus taught
usto pray as long as it takes. In Luke 18, Jesus tells his disciples a story "To show them that they should always pray and
not give up." He goes onto explain the power of persistent prayer. God want us to always pray, and not give up! Isthere a
prayer you've been praying, that you've recently given up hope on? Keep on praying! Jesus wants you to. He wouldn't
have given us this story if he didn't. We often want instant results from God, but God also wants to teach us patience and
endurance. Patience and endurance mature and deepen our faith in important ways. Some things must be prayed about
over a perind of years. Never lose faith that God can and will move on your behalf.

Pause and pray: Think of a prayeryou gave up on lang ago, and begin to pray for it again.

Wednesday, August 26 - Read Daniel 3:16-18 One of the powerful stories from the Bible tells us about

Shadrach, Meshach and Abendeqo being thrown into the fiery furnace for not bowing down to King Nebuchadnezzar's
idol. They miraculously survived, but nearly as surprising is what these men of faith taught us before they were thrown
in, "King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves bhefore you inthis matter. [f we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God we serveis able to deliver us fromit, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty's hand. But evenifhe
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will nat serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set
up.” (Daniel 3:16-18) This kind of thinking and praying can super-charge your prayer time! | know my God is able to do the
impossible, but evenifhe doesn't, [ will serve him and follow Him only! This kind of praying offers supreme submission
and faith in God, and he is greatly honared by this kind of praying. Asimilar way to pray thisis like my older brother Jon
prayed as he dealt with a serious illness in his twenties - "either way | win." He was praying for God to heal him, but he
knew that eventually he would be fully restored and given a glorified body in heaven someday. All of us who trustin
Christ can say the same. We will see God's goodness in our lives in many ways on this earth, but ultimately and in all
areas in eternity. We need an eternal perspective about all of this.

Pause and pray: Ask God to give you the kind of "Evenif' faith that trusts Him even when you don't see a clear

answer, or understand quite how He is working.

Thursday, August 27 - Read Romans 12:14 The Apostle Paulwas badly persecuted throughout his ministry. He had
people who would follow him around totry to stirup dissension, harm him, and try to shut him down from preaching
about Jesus. Soit might shock you that it was Paul who told us, "Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not
curse."{Romans 12:14) This can super-charge your prayer life: Forgiving those who've sinned against you, hurt you,
spoken badly of you, and instead choose to pray God's blessings and mercy over them! Not only will God's presence flood
your heart you as you do this, but these kinds of prayers of blessing honor God greatly. Even when it comes to your
greatest enemy, or someone WHQ HAS HURT YOU MORE DEEPLY THAN YOU CAN IMAGINE - FORGIVE AS OF TEN
AS YOUNEED TO, AND pray for God's blessing and mercy anthem and the situation. Somehow God will use this
submission to Him to heal your own heart inways you never dreamed possible.

Pause and pray: Who do you need to forgive fromyour past? Pray for God's blessing on them, even when it's hard.

Fridey, August 28- Read 1John 5:14-15 The Bible tells us, "This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know
that we have what we asked of him." {1 John 5:14-15) We pray according to God's will, by praying God's Word. |f we want
our prayers to be powerful, we need to learn to pray the promises in God's word back to Him. There are more than 3,000
promises from God inthe Bible. How many do you know? D.L. Moody said, "When | pray, | talk to God, but when | read the
Bible, God istalkingto me; and it is really more important that God should speak to me thanthat | should speak to Him.

| believe we should know better how to pray if we knew our Bibles better." Interestingly, whenyou read the Biblical
prayers that the first followers of Jesus wrate out in Scripture, they are so much different than what many of us pray
today. They have such a different perspective. They are concerned with very different things than what we so often
warry about. Listen to one of Paul's prayers for the Colossians, "For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying foryou. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom
and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please himin every way:
bearing fruit in every good wark, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father.." (Colossians
1:3-12) Doesn't this seem different than the type of prayers we often pray? | wonder that we should start to pray more of
the Scripture, and by doing so, our prayers would be far more powerful.

Pouse and pray: Think about a promise from the Bible, and begin to pray that over a situation or need inyour life.
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Welcome!

All of our services - 8:15, 9:45 and 11 am - are available on our online campus. Please
note: We willnotgatherin our buildings for warship services during the month of
August. Thisincludes children and students as well.

Livestream: covenantdothan.online.church

Facebook Live: facebook.com/covumcdathan

YouTube: Search Covenant Dothan UMC

In Person Worship

In person worship is coming (back)in September! We hope you will join us Sunday,
September 6 for worship at 8:15, 9:45 & 11 am worship. Children and student
activities will be available. If you are unable to join us, please join us on our online
campus.

A Note From the Finance Office

The current season we are facing has been difficultin many ways. With much of our
daily lives and normalcy being taken away, it's difficult to imagine giving more of
ourselves. However, as Christians, we are called to be generous even in the most
difficult circumstances, whether that means with our time orour finances. Even
through the hard seasons, God can do immeasurably more through our generosity.
Because of your continued support of Covenant, we have been able to reach more
people than ever with our virtual approach to church and our CovMissions outreach.
This is only possible through your generasity! Thank you for partnering with and
believing God for more with us!

One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and
only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will
himself be watered. Proverbs 11:24-25
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August Sermon Series

Sundays at 8:15am, 9:45am & 11am The mostimportant conversation of your life.
Prayers aren't empty words hurled at the sky. Theyre conversations. Augustisall
aboutdiscovering how much it matters when you pray.

Livestream: covenantdothan.online.church
Facebook Live: facebook.com/covumcdothan
YouTube: Search Covenant Dothan UMC

Prayer

Prayerchangeslives and circumstances. We believe when we come together fully
submitted to God in prayer, He will move on our behalf like never before. Join us
this month in praying for God's leading and guidance in our lives, aurchurch, our
movement, and our mission fields. Visit covenantdothan.org/prayer to view the
prayer guide.

Baptism

We believe baptism is an important step of obedience in ourfaith journey. It shows
that we have personally trusted Jesus farour salvation, and just as Jesus was
baptized on earth, we do this to followhis example. Your baptism symbolizes the
new life you have found in Christ just as Jesusrose to life again. If youhave
questionsabout baptism or would like to be baptized, contact Rev. Kyle Gatlin at
kyle@covenantdothan.org.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CovMissions

CovMissions will be providing schoal supplies for our adopted school, Faine
Elementary, this yearas always. In addition to normal school supplies, hoawever,
kids are in need of personal protection equipment which many of Faine's lowincome
families cannotafford. You can help! Please drop off kid sized masks and hand
sanitizer of any size in the collection bins located under the portico (covered
driveway)anytime between now and September 6.

CovGroups

Marriage Night Simulcast Join us September 12 from 6-9:30 pm for a one-night
eventfor married and engaged couples to laugh and learn as they hear from marriage
experts and discoverhow to honor God through their relationship. The speakerlineup
includes Matt & Lauren Chandler, Conway & Jada Edwards, Les & Leslie Parrott, and
comedian Michael Jr. There isan option for viewing the simulcast from yourhome.
Contact Wendy Hicks at wendy@covenantdothan.org for more information.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Rummage Sale

Be on the lookout for news on this year's Rummage Sale coming soon! Please
rememberusas you are cleaning out. We have storage space available for any
donations you would like to give. To setupa time to drop off donations, contact
Sherry Koogler at sherryk@covenantdothan.org. The Rummage Sale benefits our
Celebrate Recovery program as well as other missions in the Wiregrass.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Care Ministries

Celebrate Recovery No hurt is beyond healing. No habit is beyondhelp. No
ﬂ hang-up is beyond hope. |t takescourage to let othersinto ourlives, but we were

never meant to walk through life alone. Let us walk with you. Though we are
unable to meet in person at this time, be sure to join us on Facebook at facebook.com/
covumcdothan on Thursdays at 6 pm as we provide a teaching or an inspiring testimony.
For more information contact Sherry Koogler at sherryk@covenantdothan.org.
Grief Support Grief Support isa safe, confidential, lovingand Christ-centered
environment for sharing one another'sburdens. Grief Support meets an the 2nd & 4th
Tuesday of every month and is currently meeting via Zoom. If you are interested in
joining or would like more information, please contact Jim Hicks at
hicksje@graceba.net.
Stephen Ministry Stephen Ministry is Christ caringfor people through people.

If you are going through a difficult time, contact Kyle Gatlin at 793.4440 or
@ kyle@covenantdothan.org. The care you'll receive is confidential, free and very
. helpful.

Stay connected with our CovKids! Be sure to check out
everything CovKids has coming up on Facebook & Instagram -
live devotionals, book readings, crafts & more!

Facebook: facebook.com/CovKids

Instagram: instagram.com/covkids_

Stay connected with our CovStudents! Besureto check out
everything CovStudents has coming up.

Facebook: facebook.com/CovStudents
Thl"REF' a Instagram: instagram.com/covstudents

eoveidnt omc shudest ansistry

CovTrips

We still have spots left an our trip! Join us October 18-24 as we set off for
Lancaster in the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch Country. This seven day, six night
tripincludes transpartation, lodging, ten meals, admission to the Queen Esther
Show, Gettysburg National Park, Amish Experience and Jacob’s Choice at the F/X
Theatre, and guided tours. The costis SB59 per person (double occupancy).
Contact Sherry Kooglerat 793.4440 for more information.

Covenant News & Happenings

Are you interested in receiving a weekly eNewsletter, Sermon Notes and other
Covenantnews by email? Thisisagreat way to stay up to date on upcoming
events, registration, prayer concerns and mare. Email Courtney Hardy at
courtney@covenantdothan.org to sign up.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Covenant Concerns
Sympathy
The Pastors and congregation would like to express our deepest sympathy to...

e Jerry & Paige Chavis on the death of her mather, Barbara Bowdoin.

e Brian & Penelope Jones on the death of her father, Warren White.

e Ben & Terri Garrett on the death of his mother, Jo Garrett.
Congratulations

e Alex & Laura Beth Thomas on the birth of their daughter, Ella Sterling.

e Sterling & Amy Gatlin on the birth of their son, Brooks Chapman. Grandparents

are Or. Roland & Kimberly Brooks and Kyle & Deandra Gatlin.

Recent Prayer Concerns Lori Lamb Weathington, Sharon Jenkins, Carrie
Mathis Allday, Gianna Allday, Steve Marrell, Jennette Gayer, Ava Blackburn, Beth &
Tom Sherrer, Ronnie Brannon, Molly Tew, Tom Renshaw Sr., Margaret Wilson,
David Cunningham, Linda Griffith, Chris Smith, John Babinski, Tim Koogler,

Linda Avera, Carrie Williams, Beverly Youse, Kathy Kerecman, Sandy Lisenby,
Danielle Simmons, Tammy Reese, Family of Patsy Bowling, Johnathan Berry, Carla
Lawrence, Wallace Family, JJ Price Family, Alan Tidwell, Quinton Snellgrove,

Terri Daughtry, Lori Burns, Dr. Bill Lies, Lisa Silcox, Natalie Faulk, Christy Goodwin
Bullard, Mary Lisenby, George Stokes, Mark Arrington, William Brown, Peter Collins
Jr., Jill Walden, Sue Reynolds, Hays McKay, Helon Scott, Jeanne Stringfellow,
Dutch Holland, JamesSalter, Thomas Evans, Lucy Cline, Carolyn Benton, David
Johnston, Yvonne Reid, Cher Hicks, Happy Fox, Pete Shelley, Lisa Henry, Karen
Medley, Gayle Moores, Lamar Spence, Martha Jane Shannon, Jerry Doaling,
Tipton Family, Kathy Clark, Wynn Arkle, June Granberry, Evie Riley, Tony Justice,
Richard Duncan, Sarah Grantham, Charles Meeks, JoAnn Gamble, Laurie Axtell,
Allwyn Nilsson, Trip and Haley Moseley & family, Avery Wells, Jeffrey Bostwick,
Scott Berry, Jennie Lawson, Scott Brown, Angie Goodson, Janis Caddell, Shelby
Clark, Kendrea White, Kelly Armstrong Smith, Bobby Simmeons, Michael Buntin,
Bernice White, Beverly White, Audrey Miller, Caralyn Thomley, Bob Drummond,
Connie Moare

Currently Deployed Jerrad Anderson

Have a prayer request? If you have a prayer request you would like to add to this
list, please email Kyle Gatlin at kyle@covenantdothan.org.
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