March 25– Read John 3:1-8. Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the ruling council.
The Pharisees were a group of religious leaders whom Jesus and John the Baptist often criticized
for being hypocrites. Most Pharisees were intensely jealous of Jesus because he undermined their
authority and challenged their views. But Nicodemus was searching, and he believed that Jesus
had some answers. A learned teacher himself, he came to Jesus to be taught. No matter how
intelligent and well educated you are, you must come to Jesus with an open mind and heart so he
can teach you the truth about God. Nicodemus wanted to examine Jesus for himself in order to
separate fact from rumor. We aren’t sure of the reason he came at night, but later, he boldly came
to Jesus’ defense. We too much examine Jesus for ourselves – others can’t do it. Then, if we
believe, we will want to speak up for him.
March 26. Read John 3:9-21. When the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness, God sent a
plague of snakes to punish the people for their rebellious attitudes. Those doomed to die from
snakebite could be healing by obeying God’s command to look up at the elevated bronze snake
and be believing God would heal them if they did. Similarly, our salvation happens when we
look up to Jesus, believing he will save us. God has provided this way for us to be healed of sin’s
deadly bite. And we look to Jesus, our light. Many people don’t want their lives expose to God’s
light because they are afraid of what will be revealed. They don’t want to be changed. Don’t be
surprised when these same people are threatened by your desire to obey God and do what is
right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of the darkness in their lives.
Rather than giving in to discouragement, keep praying that they will come to see how much
better it is to live in light than in darkness.
March 27. Read John 3:22-36. Some people look for points of disagreement so they can sow
seeds of discord, discontent, and doubt. John the Baptist ended this theological argument by
focusing on his devotion to Christ. It is divisive to try to force others to believer our way.
Instead, let’s witness about what Christ has done for us. How can anyone argue with us about
that? Jesus’ testimony was trustworthy because he had come from heaven and was speaking of
what he had seen there. His words were the very words of God. Your whole spiritual life
depends on your answer to one question: Who is Jesus Christ? If you accept Jesus as only a
prophet or a teacher, you have to reject his teaching, for he claimed to be God’s Son, even God
himself. The heartbeat of John’s Gospel is the dynamic truth that Jesus Christ is God’s Son, the
Messiah, the Savior, who existed from the beginning and will continue to live forever. This same
Jesus has invited us to accept him and live with him eternally. When we understand who Jesus is,
we are compelled to believe what he said.

March 28. Read John 4:1-26. This woman (1) was a Samaritan a member of the hated mixed
race, (2) was known to be living in sin, and (3) was in a public place. No respectable Jewish man
would talk to a woman under such circumstances. But Jesus did. The Good News is for every
person, no matter what his or her race, social position, or past sins. We must be prepared to share
this Good News at any time and in any place. Jesus crossed all barriers to share the Good News,
and we who follow him must do no less. Many spiritual functions parallel physical functions. As
our bodies hunger and thirst, so do our souls. But our souls, need spiritual food and water. The
woman confused the two kinds of water, perhaps because no one had ever talked with her about
her spiritual hunger and thirst before. We would not think of depriving our bodies of food and
water when they hunger and thirst. Why then should we deprive our souls? The living Word,
Jesus Christ, and the written Word, the Bible, can satisfy our hungry and thirsty souls.
March 29. Read John 4:27-42. Sometimes Christians excuse themselves from witnessing by
saying that their family or friends aren’t ready to believe. Jesus, however, makes it clear that
around us a continual harvest waits to be reaped. Don’t let Jesus find you making excuses. Look
around. You will find people ready to hear God’s Word. The Samaritan woman immediately
shared her experience with other. Despite her reputation, many took her invitation and came out
to meet Jesus. Perhaps there are sins in our past or which we are ashamed. But Christ changes us.
As people see these changes, they become curious. Use these opportunities to introduce them to
Christ.
Adapted from Life Application Study Bible.

