March 18– Read John 2:1-12. Weddings in Jesus’ day were week-long festivals. Banquets
would be prepared for many guests, and the week would be spent celebrating the new life of the
married couple. Often, the whole town was invited, and everybody would come – it was
considered an insult to refuse an invitation to a wedding. To accommodate many people, careful
planning was needed. To run out of wine was more than embarrassing; it broke the strong
unwritten laws of hospitality. Jesus was about to respond to a heartfelt need. People look
everywhere but to God for excitement and meaning. For some reason, they expect God to be dull
and lifeless. Just as the wine Jesus made was the best, so life in him is better than life on our
own. Why wait until everything else runs out before trying God? Why save the best until last?
When the disciples saw Jesus’ miracle, they believed. The miracle showed his power over
nature and revealed the way he would go about his ministry – helping others; speaking with
authority, and being in personal touch with people.
March 19. Read John 4:46-54. This miracle was more than a favor to one official, it was a sign
to all the people. John’s Gospel was written to all humankind to urge faith in Christ. Here a
government official had faith that Jesus could do what he claimed. The official believed Jesus
could heal and he also obeyed Jesus by returning home, thus demonstrating his faith. It isn’t
enough for us to say we believe that Jesus can take care of our problem. We need to act as if he
can. When you pray about a need or problem, live as thought you believe Jesus can do what he
says. Notice how the official’s faith grew. First, he believed enough to ask Jesus to help his son.
Second, he believed Jesus’ assurance that his son would live and he acted on it. Third, he and his
whole household believed in Jesus. Faith is a gift that grows as we use it.
March 20. Read John 5:1-15. After 38 years, this man’s problem had become a way of life. No
one had ever helped. He had no hope of ever being healed and no desire to help himself. The
man’s situation looked hopeless. But no matter how trapped you feel in your difficulties, God
can attend to your deepest needs. Don’t let a problem or hardship cause you to lose hope. God
may have a special work for you to do in spite of your condition, or even because of it. Many
have ministered effectively to hurting people because they have triumphed over their own hurts.
The Pharisees were more concerned about their petty rules than the life and health of a human
being. It is easy to get so caught up in our man-made structures and rules that we forget the
people involved. Are your guidelines for living God-made or man-made? Are they helping
people, or have they become needless stumbling blocks?
March 21. Read John 6:1-21. When Jesus asked Philip where they could buy a great amount of
bread, Philip started assessing the probable cost. Jesus wanted to teach him that financial
resources are not the most important ones. We can limit what God does in us by assuming what
is and is not possible. Is there some impossible task that you believe God wants you to do? Don’t
let your estimate of what can’t be done keep you from taking on the task. God can do the
miraculous; trust him to provide the resources. The disciples were contrasted with the youngster
who brought what he had. They certainly had more resources than the boy, but they knew they
didn’t have enough, so they didn’t give anything at all. The boy gave what little he had, and it
made all the difference. If we offer nothing to god, he will have nothing to use. But he can take
what little we have and turn it into something great.

March 22. Read John 9-10:21. In this story, we see four different reactions to Jesus. The
neighbors revealed surprise and skepticism; the Pharisees showed disbelief and prejudice; the
parents believed but kept quiet for fear of excommunication; and the healed ma showed
consistent, growing faith. A common belief in Jewish culture was that calamity or suffering was
the result of some great sin. But Christ used this man’s suffering to teach about faith and to
glorify God. We live in a fallen world where good behavior is not always rewarded and bad
behavior not always punished. Therefore, innocent people sometimes suffer. If God too suffering
away whenever we asked, we would follow him for comfort and convenience, not out of love
and devotion. Regardless of the reasons for our suffering, Jesus has the power to help us deal
with it. When you suffer from a disease, tragedy, or disability, try not to ask, Why did this
happen to me? or What did I do wrong? Instead, asked God to give you strength for the trial and
a clear perspective on what is happening.
March 23. Read John 11. Jesus loved this family and often stayed with them. He knew their
pain but did not respond immediately. His delay had a specific purpose. God’s timing, especially
delays, may make us think he is not answering or is not answering the way we want. But he will
meet all our needs according to his perfect schedule and purpose. Patiently await his timing.
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