
October 29 – Read Matthew 28:18-20. When someone is dying and leaving us, his or her last 

words are very important. Jesus left the disciples with these last words of instruction: they were 

under his authority; they were to make more disciples; they were to baptize and teach these new 

disciples to obey Christ; Christ would be with them always. Whereas in previous missions Jesus 

had sent his disciples only to the Jews, their mission from now on would be worldwide. Jesus is 

Lord of the earth, and he died for the sins of the people from all nations. We are to go – whether 

it is next door or to another country – and make disciples. It is not an option, but a command to 

all who call Jesus “Lord.” We are not all evangelists, in the formal sense, but we have all 

received gifts that we can use to help fulfill the Great Commission. As we obey, we have 

comfort in the knowledge that Jesus is always with us. 

  

October 30 – Read Matthew 28:19-20. The disciples were to baptized people because baptism 

unites a believer with Jesus Christ in his or her death to sin and resurrection to new life. Baptism 

symbolizes submission to Christ, a willingness to live God’s way, and identification with God’s 

covenant people. How is Jesus with us? Jesus was with the disciples physically until he ascended 

into heaven, and then spiritually through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit would be Jesus’ 

presence that would never leave them. Jesus continues to be with us today through his Spirit. 

  

October 31 – Read Luke 5:17-20.  The religious leaders spent much time defining and 

discussing the huge body of religious tradition that had been accumulating for more than 400 

years since the Jews’ return from exile. They were so concerned with these man-made traditions, 

in fact, that they often lost sight of Scripture. Here these leaders felt threatened because Jesus 

challenged their sincerity and because the people were flocking to him. In Bible times, houses 

were built of stone and had flat roofs made of mud mixed with straw. Outside stairways led to 

the roof. These men carried their friend up the stairs to the roof where they took apart as much of 

the mud and the straw as was necessary to lower him in front of Jesus. It wasn’t the paralytic’s 

faith that impressed Jesus, but the faith of his friends. Jesus responded to their faith and healed 

the man. For better or worse, our faith affects others. We cannot make another person a 

Christian, but we can do much through our words, actions, and love to give him or her a chance 

to respond. Look for opportunities to bring your friends to the living Christ. 

  

November 1 – Read Matthew 28:19. Our mission isn’t to win converts; it’s to make disciples. 

So what is the difference?  Converts are believers who live like the world. Disciples are 

believers who live like Jesus. Converts are focused on their values, interests, worries, fears, 

priorities, and lifestyles. Disciples are focused on Jesus. Converts go to church. Disciples are the 

church. Converts are involved in the mission of Jesus. Disciples are committed to it. Converts 

cheer from the sidelines. Disciples are in the game. Converts hear the word of God. Disciples 

live it. Converts follow the rules. Disciples follow Jesus. Converts are all about believing. 

Disciples are all about being. Converts are comfortable. Disciples make sacrifices. Converts 

talk. Disciples make more disciples. 



  

November 2 – A disciple is someone who whole-heartedly follows the life and example of 

Jesus, who makes His mission their mission, His values their values, and His heart their heart. 

A disciple is someone who desperately seeks to be like Jesus. A disciple is someone so 

committed to the cause of Christ that they would follow Him through the gates of hell and back. 

A disciple is someone who finds their entire identity, purpose and meaning in Jesus. Jesus is the 

center of their lives. They are all in, fully committed. 

Not only is a disciple willing to die for Jesus, but they are dedicated to living every day of their 

life for Him. 

 


