
October 16 – Read Acts 5:1-10. This is not a story you want to be spread if you are trying to 

grow a church. But Luke puts it in. It is harsh and when we look at through our 21st century 

lenses, we are appalled.  The sin of these two people was lying – lying to God and the God’s 

people. They said they gave the whole amount but actually held some back for themselves and 

were trying to make themselves appear more generous than they really were. This act was judged 

harshly because dishonesty, greed and covetousness are destructive in a church, preventing the 

Holy Spirit from working effectively. All lying is bad, but when we lie to try to deceive God and 

his people about our relationship with him, we destroy our testimony about Christ. 

  

October 17 – Read Acts 6:1-7. Another internal problem developed in the early church. The 

Hebraic Jews, native Jewish Christians, spoke Aramaic, Semitic language. The Grecian Jews, 

Greek-Speaking Christians, were probably Jews from other lands who were converted at 

Pentecost. The Greek-speaking Christians complained that their widows were being unfairly 

treated. This favoritism was probably not intentional but was more likely caused by the language 

barrier. To correct the situation, the apostles put seven respected Greek-speaking me in charge of 

the food distribution program. This solved the problem and allowed the apostles to keep their 

focus on teaching and preaching the Good News. Covenant has a number of people on staff and 

countless volunteers so that the pastors can continue to preach and teach. Because of the 

combined, daily and weekly efforts of these people, the church can continue to stay focused on 

Pursuing God and Unleashing Compassion.  

  

October 18 – Read Acts 8:1-4.  Persecution forced the believers out of their homes in 

Jerusalem, and along with them went the gospel. Sometimes we have to become uncomfortable 

before we’ll move. We may not want to experience it, but discomfort may be the best thing for 

us because God may be working through our hurts. When you are tempted to complain about 

uncomfortable or painful circumstances, stop and ask if God might be preparing you for a special 

task.  

  

October 19 – Read Acts 8:15-17. This was a crucial moment for the spread of the gospel and 

for the growth of the church. Peter and John had to go to Samaria to help keep this new group of 

believers from becoming separated from other believers. When Peter and John saw the Lord 

working in these people, they were assured that the Holy Spirit worked through all believers – 

Gentiles and mixed races as well as “pure” Jews. Many scholars believe that God chose to have a 

dramatic filling of his Spirit as a sign at this special moment in history - the spread of the gospel 

into Samaria through the powerful, effective preaching of believers. Normally, the Holy Spirit 

enters a person’s life at conversion. This was a special event. The pouring out of the Spirit would 

happen again with Cornelius and his family (Acts 10:44-47), a sign that the uncircumcised 

Gentiles could receive the gospel. 

 


