
Monday, September 10 - Read Matthew 3:1-12. The Jews were cognizant of the fact they had 

been without a prophet for over 400 years. John’s voice broke the silence. He vocally called out 

evil wherever he saw it. Herod was not immune. The Pharisees were not immune. The Sadducees 

were not immune. All were targets. But he didn’t just point out unrighteousness, he pointed 

people to righteousness. The church still needs to do this very thing. John was also preparing the 

people of the king. John was not wanting the people to look at him but look the one who sent 

him and to the one that would be coming - the Messiah. In this message is a threat and a promise. 

The promise is the one who will come with fire - to provide illumination, warmth and 

purification. Those who accept Christ will get all three.  

 

Tuesday, September 11 – Read Matthew 3:13-17. John initially didn’t want to baptize Jesus 

because his baptism was a repentance of sins, which Jesus had none. Normally, Jewish men 

didn’t get baptized - only the non-Jew was baptized when they converted. No Jew ever 

conceived of himself as a sinner shut out by God. But this was Jesus’ opportunity in his baptism, 

to identify himself with those he came to save, in the hour of their new consciousness of their sin 

and of their search for God. Two certainties happened here: He was indeed the chosen One of 

God, and the certainty that the way in front of him was the way of the Cross. It that moment he 

was chosen to be King and his throne must be a Cross. In that moment he knew he was destined 

to be a conqueror, but the power of love would be his weapon of choice. 

 

Wednesday, September 12 – Read John 1:6-8. John introduces us to John. Before Jesus made 

himself known to anyone (outside of his parents), John was telling everyone and anyone who 

listened the Messiah was coming (although we don’t have a record of him saying exactly that). 

Read John 1:15-18. John had been preaching repentance and was baptizing many people in the 

Jordan River, but here we have recorded that John knew before anyone that Jesus’ message, his 

life and death, would be about grace. We have a tendency to forget about God’s grace has we try 

to do the “right thing.” But even John the Baptist who was challenging people to quit doing 

things that had been doing and start living a life that honors God, knew that it was only because 

of grace we have the life we have. 

 

Thursday, September 13 – Read John 1:19-28. When asked, John pointed them to Jesus. He 

was a true teacher/preacher - a voice pointing to the king. The last them that he wanted men to do 

was to look at him; he wanted them to forget him and see only the king. He then told them he 

was lower than a slave compared to Jesus. He is saying to the Jews and Jewish leaders, ”The 

king is coming. And for his coming, you need to be cleansed as much as any Gentile. Prepare 

yourself for the entry into history of the king.” John’s function was to be only the preparer of the 

way. Any greatness he had come from the greatness of the one whose coming he foretold. John 

made himself to be lesser so Jesus would be greater. May God give us all the grace to forget 

ourselves and point people to Christ. 

 

  



Friday, September 14 – Read John 1:29-34. When John used “Lamb of God” we normally 

think he was referencing the Passover from Exodus. The blood of the Lamb protected the first 

born of the household from the Angel of Death (Exodus 12:12-13).  But John’s father was a 

priest and twice each day a lamb was sacrificed for the sins of the people. Also, Jeremiah and 

Isaiah both mention a lamb and slaughter in their writings. And they both had one who by his 

suffering and sacrifice would redeem his people. There was also another image the Jews would 

have. During the struggles of the Maccabees (between the Old and New Testaments) the lamb 

was a symbol of a great conqueror.  Which was John referring to? Just one or all four? 

 


