
Monday, August 27 – Unanswered prayer poses an especially serious threat to the faith of 

trusting children. Most of us believe God answers our prayers. However, the struggle comes with 

the inconsistency of those apparent answers. Someone survives a plane crash and prayers were 

answered. But, many died in that plane crash – what then? Many survived the collapse of the 

towers on 9-11. But, three thousand died – many praying as the building was collapsing around 

them. Somehow we must offer our prayers with a humility that conveys gratitude without 

triumphalism, and compassion without manipulation, always respecting the mystery surrounding 

prayer. Read John 9:1-3, Matthew 5:45. 

  

Tuesday, August 28 – Some prayers go unanswered because they are simply frivolous. “Lord, 

please give us a sunny for my tennis match” trivializes prayer, especially when local farmers 

may at the same time be praying for rain. A last-ditch plea, “Help me get an A on this next test,” 

will likely not succeed if the pray-er has not studied, just as a chain-smoker has not right to pray, 

“Protect me from lung cancer.” Read James 4:3. The Bible also makes clear that a prayer may 

go unanswered because of a flaw in the person praying, not the prayer itself. Adam and Eve 

experience a blockage in their contact with God because of their disobedience, a blockage so 

severe that God had to come searching for them. Read Psalm 51. This is David’s plaintive plea 

for reconnection with God after his sins. Read Psalm 66:18. 

  

Wednesday, August 29 – What about contradictory prayers?  A dozen people pray to get the 

same job, eleven must ultimately come to terms with unanswered prayer. The Civil War was 

devastating for our country. Both sides claimed pray-ers. Lincoln said, “Both read the same 

Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against the other…The prayers of 

both could not be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has his own 

purposes. While clergy from the South and the North were claiming God on their side, Lincoln 

cautioned them to inquire instead whether they were on God’s side. Finite humans can never 

know the will of an infinite God with absolute certainty. That’s why we should follow in the 

footsteps of the Old Testament prophets and reflect on and confess sins. Read Nehemiah 1:5-7.  

  

Thursday, August 30 – We can only speculate why God does not answer a given prayer. But 

there are clues in the following examples. Moses asks God to let him enter the Promised Land, 

but God refused this request as punishment for Moses’ past outbursts. King David prayed for a 

week for his infant son. As a consequence of his grievous sin, that prayer went unanswered. 

Moses, Job, Jonah and Elijah actually prayed to die. God ignored their requests. Israel prayed for 

victories over their enemies and several times they lost. Jesus prayed “let this cup pass” – it 

didn’t.  What if these prayers were answered? What would have been the consequences?  

  



Friday, August 31 – Read Matthew 21:21; Matthew 18:19; Mark 11:24; John 14:14. These 

verses have been used as a club against Christians for having too little faith. But there is a 

qualifier in these verses, “whatever you ask in my name,” or “If you remain in me and my words 

remain in you.”  There are conditions for prayer to be answered. Am I abiding in Christ? Am I 

making requests according to his will? Am I obeying his commands? Each of these underscores 

the relationship, the companionship with God. The more we know God, the more we know 

God’s will, the more likely our prayers will align with that will. One who works in close 

partnership with God grows in the ability to discern what God wants to accomplish on earth, and 

prays accordingly.  

 


