
Monday, August 20 – “I the Lord do not change” (Malachi 3:6). “My heart is changed 

within me; all my compassion is aroused” (Hosea 11:8). Both of these verses are recorded as 

words of God. There are other verses that describe a changeless God and others that tell how 

God changed his mind. If we are truthful, this is the kind of God we want: a dependable God we 

can count out and yet an attentive God whom we can affect. Many prominent Christian writers 

throughout history have delved into this mystery and some suggested that we pray in vain 

because we have a changeless God. But this week we will look in the Bible and we will see a 

picture of God as a personal Being who alertly listens to prayers and then responds. Jesus filled 

in that portrait, and the disciples took up praying right where Jesus left off, making specific and 

personal requests for God to act. And we take up where the disciples left off. 

 

Tuesday, August 21 – We have already looked at the Lord’s Prayer, but read the lead up to that 

prayer…”And when you pray, do not keep babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 

because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before 

you ask him. This then, is how you should pray…” (Matthew 6:7-8). Some see God’s all-

knowing attribute as a disincentive to prayer: Why pray if God already knows? In contrast, Jesus 

treated God’s knowledge not as a deterrent but as a positive motivation to pray. Because of who 

God is, we can get right to the point. Think of some of our great stories/events in the Old 

Testament – Abraham’s family, Joseph’s comeback, the exodus, the wilderness wanderings, the 

victories of Joshua and David, the rebuilding of the temple, the coming of the Messiah – took 

place only after God’s people had cried out in prayer. Read Psalm 147:11, Isaiah 42:14 and 

Matthew 7:7. Daniel and his three friends prayed in the midst of certain death and lived. 

Hezekiah prayer and was granted fifteen more years of life.  Three times God told Jeremiah to 

stop praying; God wanted no alteration in his plans to punish a rebellious nation. Four times the 

Old Testament reports that God “relented” or “changed his mind” in response to a request, and 

each shift forestalled a promised punishment. This then, gives us proof to keep praying. 

 

Wednesday, August 22 – Charles Finney grounded his belief in the power of prayer, ironically, 

in God’s unchanging character: “If you ask why he ever answers prayer at all, the answer must 

be, Because he is unchangeable.” To give an example, a God bound by unchanging qualities of 

love and mercy must forgive a sinner who prays repentantly. God changes course in response to 

the sinner’s change in course, and does so because of those eternal qualities.  Clark Pinnock 

follows the same logic. Since God’s nature is love, he says, God must be impressionable and 

sympathetic: “Because God’s love never changes, God’s experience must change.” We can 

picture God as an aloof monarch, removed from the details of the world. Or we can picture God 

as a caring parent with traits of love, generosity and sensitivity – an infinite Being who 

personally interacts with and responds to creation. Accordingly, God considers prayers much as 

a wise parent might consider requests from a child. Paul encourages us to pray: Read Ephesians 

6:18. 

 

  



Thursday, August 23 – Which style of governing the world did God choose? A partnership that 

relies on human agency and choice. C.S. Lewis suggested we imagine the world as a work of art, 

something like a play, in the process of being created. The playwright allows his characters to 

affect the play itself, then incorporates all their actions into the final result. In this view, prayer as 

a means of advancing God’s kingdom is no stranger than any other means. Notice what Jesus 

told his disciples in Matthew 28:19-20. Why not a banner in the sky? And the disciples all were 

healing the sick, visiting prisoners, feeding the hungry. Even a quick reading of God’s word 

shows us that consistently God chooses the course of action in which human partners can 

contribute the most. Prayer is a designated instrument of God’s power, as real and as “natural” as 

any other power God may use. And every one of us has access to this instrument. It’s available to 

you right now.  Will you use it? 

 

Friday, August 24 – Karl Barth saw no contradiction in a God who chooses to be affected by 

prayers. “He is not deaf, he listens; more than that, he acts. He does not act in the same way 

whether we pray or not. Prayer exerts an influence upon God’s actions, even upon his existence. 

That is what the word ‘answers’ means. The fact that God yields to man’s petitions, changing his 

intentions in response to man’s prayer, is not a sign of weakness. He himself, in the glory of his 

majesty and power, has so willed it.” Why pray? Obviously, God likes to be asked. He doesn’t 

need any information from us. But by inviting us into the partnership of creation, God also 

invites us into relationship. God is love. God does not merely have love or feel love. God is love 

and cannot not love. As such, God years for relationship with the creatures made in his image. 

Read Philippians 4:6. How can we make known a request to a God who already knows? 

Relationship is the key. What steps do you need to take today and the next and the next to make 

sure your relationship with God keeps getting stronger? 

 


