
Monday, July 16 - Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-19. Some speakers use impressive words, but they 

are weak on content. Paul stressed solid content and practical help for his listeners. He wanted 

them to be impressed with his message, not just his style. You don’t need to be a great speaker 

with a large vocabulary to share the gospel effectively. The persuasive power is in the story, not 

the storyteller. Paul was not against those who carefully prepare what they say, but against those 

who try to impress others only with their own knowledge or speaking ability. Paul summarizes 

Isaiah 29:14 to emphasize a point Jesus often made; God’s way of thinking is not like the 

world’s way. And God offers eternal life , which the world can never give. We can spend a 

lifetime accumulating human wisdom and yet never learn how to have a personal relationship 

with God. We must come to the crucified and risen Christ to receive eternal life and the joy of a 

personal relationship with our Savior. 

 

Tuesday, July 17 – Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-24. Many Jews considered the Good News of 

Jesus Christ to be foolish, because they thought the Messiah would be a conquering king 

accompanied by signs and miracles. Jesus had not restored David’s throne as they expected. 

Besides, he was executed as a criminal, and how could a criminal be a savior? Greeks too, 

considered the Gospel foolish: they did not believe in bodily resurrection; they did not see in 

Jesus the powerful characteristics of their mythological gods; and they thought not reputable 

person would be crucified. To them, death was defeat, not victory. The Good News of Jesus 

Christ still sounds foolish to many. Our society worships power, influence, and wealth. Jesus 

came as a humble, poor servant, and he offers his kingdom to those who have faith, not to those 

who do all kinds of good deeds to try to earn his gifts. This looks foolish to the world, but Christ 

is our power, the only way we can be saved. Knowing Christ personally is the greatest wisdom 

anyone could have.  

 

Wednesday, July 18 – Read 1 Corinthians 1:25. The message of Christ’s death for sins sounds 

foolish to those who don’t believe. Death seems to be the end of the road, the ultimate weakness. 

But Jesus did not stay dead. His resurrection demonstrated his power even over death. And he 

will save us from eternal death and give us everlasting life if we trust him as Savior and Lord. 

This sounds so simple that many people won’t accept it. They try others ways to obtain eternal 

life (being good, being wise, etc.) But all their attempts will not work. The “foolish” people who 

simply accept Christ’s offer are actually the wisest of all, because they alone will eternally with 

God. 

 

Thursday, July 19 – Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-27.  Is Christianity against rational thinking? 

Christians clearly do believe in using their minds to weigh the evidence and make wise choices. 

Paul is declaring that no amount of human knowledge can replace or bypass Christ’s work on the 

cross. If it could, Christ would be accessible only to the intellectually gifted and well educated, 

and not to ordinary people or to children. 

 

  



Friday, July 20 – Read James 3:13-18.  Have you ever known anyone who claimed to be wise 

but who acted foolishly? True wisdom can be measured by the depth of a person’s character. Just 

as you can identify a tree by the type of fruit it produces, you can evaluate your wisdom by the 

way you act. Foolishness leads to disorder, but wisdom by the way you act. Foolishness leads to 

disorder, but wisdom leads to peace and goodness. Are you tempted to escalate the conflict, pass 

on the gossip, or fan the fire of discord? Careful, winsome speech and wise, loving words are the 

seeds of peace. God loves peacemakers. 

 


