
It’s easy to underestimate the power just one person can have to change the world. 

Jesus said it would always start with loving God and loving others. Still, how can just one person tear down the 

formidable barriers of evil so evident in this life? This weekend begins a new series in worship - discovering 

gospel truths through the lens of motion pictures. 

 

MONDAY, July 2. Read Matthew 22:34-46.  The Pharisees, who had classified over 600 laws, often tried to 

distinguish the more important from the less important.  So one of them, an “expert in the law,” asked Jesus to 

identify the most important law. Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. By fulfilling these 

two commands, a person keeps all the others. Why does Jesus follow up their question with his question about 

who the Messiah is? What point was he trying make? Spend some time writing your definition for what it 

means to love God with all your heart, soul and mind and also to love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

TUESDAY, July 3. Read Joshua 5:10-15. God had sent Joshua into the land to conquer it, but when Joshua 

asks the angel of the Lord which side he was on, the reply was, “Neither.” What does it mean that God doesn’t 

pick sides? Who is God for? How do we try and get God to choose sides and pick favorites? Although Joshua 

was Israel’s leader, he was still subordinate to God, the absolute Leaders. How can we show respect for God? 

By our attitudes and actions. We should recognize God’s power, authority, and deep love, and our actions must 

model our attitudes before others. Respect for God is just as important today as it was in Joshua’s day (even 

though the shoe removal thing is really not done any more in the Western world). 

 

WEDNESDAY, July 4. Read Acts 11. Why did some of the members of the church have a hard time with 

Peter’s interaction with the Gentiles? How do you see this spirit of division still in the church? How can we 

move past it? Cornelius was wealthy, a Gentile, and a military man. Peter was a Jewish fisherman turned 

preacher. But’s God’s plan included both of them. In Cornelius’s house that day, a new chapter in Christian 

history was written as a Jewish Christian leader and a Gentile Christian convert each discovered something 

significant about God at work in the other person. Cornelius needed Peter and his gospel to know the way to 

salvation. Peter needed Cornelius and his salvation experience to know that Gentiles were included in God’s 

plan.  

 

THURSDAY, July 5. Read 2 Corinthians 6:1-10. The movie “42” is about two men who took a risk to bring 

change because of their commitment to their faith. How does this passage speak to that? What does it mean to 

be “sorrowful yet always rejoicing”? What does it mean to “have nothing but possess everything”? How does 

this passage challenge you? Christians don’t have to give in to public opinion and pressure. Paul stood faithful 

to God whether people praised him or condemned him. He remained active, joyous, and content in most 

difficult hardships. Don’t let circumstances or people’s expectations control you. Be firm as you stand true to 

God, and refuse to compromise his standards for living. 

 

 FRIDAY, July 6. Read Matthew 25:14-30. According to this parable is there an option to stay neutral in the 

kingdom of God?  Right now, which servant can you most relate to? We must not make excuses to avoid doing 

what God calls us to do. If God truly is our Master, we must obey willingly. Our time, abilities, and money 

aren’t ours in the first place - we are caretakers, not owners. When we ignore, squander, or abuse what we’ve 

been given, we are rebellious and deserved to be punished. 

 

SATURDAY, July 7. Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8. Stepping out in faith can be very risky. What does this 

passage have to say about that?  Why would the Israelites need to be courageous? What is to be the source of 

their courage? In the face of what sort of fear do you need some courage? If you would like to own what the 

pastor was wearing last weekend, just be the first to send a text message to three three four seven zero one zero 

five seven two. 

Read 2 Corinthians 4. One of the things said in the message last Sunday is that our lives are the sermons that 

testify to who Jesus is. How does this passage speak to that? How does this passage challenge you? How does 

it encourage you? If someone were to make a movie about your life, what would it be about? What needs to 
change in order for it to be a movie worth watching? 

 


