
Monday, April 23 – Proverbs 12:17-19.  “An honest witness tells the truth, but a false 

witness tells lies. The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise 

brings healing. Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment.” Truth 

is always timely; it applies today and in the future. Because it is connected with God’s 

changeless character, it is also changeless. Think for a moment about the centuries that have 

passes since these proverbs were written. Consider the countless hours that have been spent 

carefully studying every sentence of Scripture. The Bible has withstood the test of time. Because 

God is truth, you can trust his Word to guide you. 

 

Tuesday, April 24 – Proverbs 16:28.  “A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip 

separates close friends.” Read Romans 1:28-31. In Paul’s day, as in our day the church is not 

immune to those who whisper. Some people just cannot keep confidences. Some share personal 

information about others “just for prayer.” Some deliberately make a point of criticizing 

another’s behavior and reputation. There is a malicious power in such whispering and it’s out of 

a desire for power that leads people to say too much. But this type of ‘sharing’ comes between 

friends, creates disorder and sows conflict. The writer of Proverbs 19:1 says, “Better the poor 

whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse.” 

 

Wednesday, April 25 – Proverbs 17:4.  “A wicked person listens to deceitful lips; a liar pays 

attention to a destructive tongue.” Yesterday we read about the person who uses there words to 

cause problems. But the flip side to gossip/whispering is someone has to listen. It takes two 

people for this to be an issue.  If no one listens to a person trying to talk about another person, 

then the gossip is stopped before it starts. So the question is, ‘What will you do next time 

someone wants to talk about another person?’ If you don’t make up your made mind how to 

handle this, you will fall into the trap of listening and will be just as guilty of gossiping as the 

person speaking. Try this. When someone is being negative about a person, simply respond with 

two or three positive/good things about them. There is a good chance it will shut down the 

gossip. 

 

Thursday, April 26 – Philippians 2:12-17.  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 

obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work 

out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act 

in order to fulfill his good purpose. Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that 

you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and 

crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold 

firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not 

run or labor in vain. Why are complaining and arguing so harmful? If all that people know 

about a church is that its members constantly argue, complain, and gossip, they get a false 

impression of Christ and the Good News. Belief in Christ should unite those who trust him. If 

our church is always complaining and arguing, it lacks the unifying power of Jesus Christ. Stop 

arguing with other Christians or complaining about people and conditions within the church and 

let the world see Christ. 

 

 

  



Friday, April 27 – Read Ezekiel 37. This vision illustrates the promise of Chapter 36 – new life 

and a nation restored, both physically and spiritually. The dry bones are a picture of the Jews in 

captivity – scattered and dead. The two sticks (vss 15-17) represent the reunion of the entire 

nation of Israel divided into northern and southern kingdoms after Solomon. The scattered exiles 

of both Israel and Judah would be released from the “graves” if captivity and one day re-gathered 

in their homeland, with the Messiah as their leader. This vision has yet to be fulfilled. Ezekiel 

was speaking to the dead as he preached to the exiles because they rarely responded to his 

message. But these bones responded! And just as God brought life to the dead bones, he would 

bring life again to his spiritually dead people. God can restore his nation, any church – no matter 

how dry or dead it may be. Rather than give up, pray for renewal, for God can restore it to life. 

The hope and prayer of every church should be that God will put his Spirit into it. In fact, God is 

at work calling his people back to himself, bringing new life into dead churches. 

 


