
STUDY GUIDE  

Monday, August 22 – Read John 1:1-6.  At night, sheep were often gathered into a sheep pen to protect 
them from thieves, weather or wild animals. The sheep pens were caves, sheds or open areas surrounded 
by walls made of stones or branches. The shepherd often slept in the pen to protect the sheep. Just as a 
shepherd case for his sheep, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, care for his flock (those who follow him).  The 
only way for the sheep to recognize the shepherds’ voice is to always have that one voice that leads them.  
When we listen to many voices, it’s hard to recognize which one is the shepherd’s.  How can you drown 
out the other voices that are competing for your attention and solely focus on the voice of Jesus? 

Tuesday, August 23 –  Read John 10:7-11. In the sheep pen, the shepherd functioned as a gate, letting 
the sheep in and protecting them. Jesus is the gate to God’s salvation for us. He offers access to safety and 
security. Christ is our protector. Some people resent that Jesus is the gate, the only way of access to God. 
But Jesus is God’s Son - why should we seek any other way to customize a different approach to God? In 
contrast to the thief who takes life. Jesus gives life. The life He gives right now is abundantly richer and 
fuller. It is eternal yet it begins immediately. life in Christ is lived on a higher plane because of his 
overflowing forgiveness, love and guidance. Have you taken Christ’s offer of life? 

Wednesday, August 24 – Read Romans 6:1-2. If God loves to forgive, why not give him more to 
forgive? If forgiveness is guaranteed, do we have the freedom to sin as much as we want? Paul’s forceful 
answer is By No Means! Such an attitude - deciding ahead of time to take advantage of God - shows that 
a person does not understand the seriousness of sin. God’s forgiveness does not make sin less serious; his 
Son’s death for sin shows us the dreadful seriousness of sin. Jesus paid with his life so we could be 
forgiven. The availability of God’s mercy must not become an excuse for careless living and moral 
laxness. 

Thursday, August 25– Read Romans 6:6. The power and penalty of sin died with Christ on the cross. 
Our “old self,” our sinful nature, died once for all, so we are freed from its power. The “body of sin” is 
not the human body, but our rebellious sin-loving nature inherited from Adam. Though our body willingly 
cooperates with our sinful our sinful nature, we must not regard the body as evil. It is the sin in us that is 
evil. And it is this power of sin at work in our body that is defeated. Paul has already stated that through 
faith in Christ we stand acquitted, “not guilty” before God. Here Paul emphasizes that we need no longer 
live under sin’s power. God does not take us out of the world or make us robots - we will still feel like 
sinning, and sometimes we will sin. The difference is that before we were saved we were slaves to the 
sinful nature, but now we can choose to live for Christ. 

Friday, August 26 – Read Romans 6:16-18.  In certain skilled crafts, an apprentice works under a 
master, who trains, shapes, and molds his apprentice in the finer points of his craft. All people choose a 
master and pattern themselves after him. Without Jesus, we would have no choice - we would have to 
apprentice ourselves to sin, and the results would be guilt, suffering and separation from God. Thanks to 
Jesus, however, we can now choose God as our Master. Following him, we can enjoy new life and learn 
how to work for him. Are you still serving your first master, sin? Or have you apprenticed  yourself to 
God? To obey wholeheartedly means to give yourself fully to God, to love him with your whole heart, 
soul and mind. And yet so often our efforts to know and obey God’s commands can be best described as 
half-hearted. How do you rate your heart’s obedience? God wants to give you the power to obey him with 
our whole heart. 


