
STUDY GUIDE
 
Monday, June 27 – Read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.  Just as our bodies 
are “temples of the Holy Spirit,” the local church or Christian 
community is God’s temple. Just as the Jews’ temple in Jerusalem was 
not to be destroyed, the church is not to be spoiled and ruined by 
divisions, controversy, or other sins as members come together to 
worship God. What part can you play to keep unity in the church? What 
can you do to make sure that worship remains worship?
 
Tuesday, June 28 – Read 1 Corinthians 3:18-22. Paul was not telling 
the Corinthian believers to neglect the pursuit of knowledge. He was 
warning them not to glory in the wisdom of this age. God’s way of 
thinking is far above ours: he knows all the futile thoughts of the “wise.” 
The Corinthians were boasting about wisdom of their leaders and 
teachers. Their pride made them value the messenger more than the 
message. We are not to put our trust in anyone but God.
Paul says that both life and death are ours. While non-believers are 
victims of life, swept along by its current and wondering if there is 
meaning to it, believers can use life well because they understand its true 
purpose. Non-believers can only fear death. For believers, however, 
death holds no terrors because Christ has conquered all fears. Death is 
only the beginning of eternal life with God.
 
Wednesday, June 29 – Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5.  Paul urged the 
Corinthians to think of him, Peter, and Apollos as mere servants of 
Christ entrusted with the secret things of God. A servant does what his 
master tells him to do. We must do what God tells us to do in the Bible 
and through his Holy Spirit. Each day God presents us with needs and 
opportunities that challenge us to do what we know is right.
It is tempting to judge fellow Christians, evaluating whether or not they 
are good followers of Christ. But only God knows a person’s heart, and 
he is the only one with the right to judge. Paul’s warning to the 
Corinthians should also warn us. We are to confront those who are 
sinning, but we must not judge who is a better servant for Christ. When 



you judge someone, you, invariably consider yourself better – and that is 
arrogant.
 
Thursday, June 30 – Read 1 Corinthians 4:1-5. The word servants is 
unusual, literally meaning an under-rower, i.e. someone who is simply 
responding to higher authority and doing his job. This authority of that 
of Jesus Christ. The word translated as manager in the NLT (stewards in 
the ASV) is common in the New Testament. It was a person who was a 
housekeeper or overseer charged with providing the establishment of a 
large estate with food and all things needful. He was responsible, not to 
his fellows, but to his lord. He was not expected to exercise his own 
initiative, still less his own personal authority. He simply did his 
master’s bidding and looked after his affairs.  Paul sees himself 
responsible to the Lord alone.  What about you?
 
Friday, July 1 – Read Corinthians 4:1-5.  Paul calls on the people at 
Corinth and all Christian communities to experience the power of radical 
servanthood for Christ's sake. St. Francis of Assisi exhibited this when 
he walked through Muslim battle lines during the Crusades in order to 
preach to the Sultan. Mother Teresa also is a "fool for Christ" when she 
bends down to care for a dying beggar in Calcutta. There is power in 
such actions, even though the wise ones of this age shake their heads in 
disbelief or wag their tongues in scorn. How do you feel when you hear 
about people like St. Francis who give away all they have to the poor, or 
Mother Teresa who live sacrificially?
 
 


