
STUDY GUIDE 

  
Monday, April 24 – Read Luke 10:25-37. Luke said, “A legal expert stood up to test Jesus,” language that showed 

the man was not just curious, but had an agenda. Jesus answered his question with a question, in good Middle 

Eastern style. The expert quoted the law from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18—the same Scriptures Jesus 

quoted as the greatest commandments (cf. Mark 12:28-31). But then he asked another question that hinted that his 

idea of “neighbor” was quite narrow. Jesus went on to tell the famous parable of the Good Samaritan to try to 
expand his view. When Jesus first turned the question back, the man gave a great answer—the one Jesus would have 

given. Have there been times when your head knew a correct answer, but your heart and hands hadn’t yet caught up 

with what you knew? Where is the “growing edge” in your life right now when it comes to loving your neighbor as 

yourself?  “Who is my neighbor?” the legal expert asked. Jesus told a story. Two religious leaders, probably afraid 

of ceremonial defilement since they couldn’t tell if he was alive or dead, passed by a beaten up man left by the 

roadside. But a Samaritan (one of “them”!) went “above and beyond” to help the badly hurt Jewish man. Jesus 

simply asked, “Which one of these three was a neighbor?” The answer was painfully obvious. Has anyone you 

thought of as an “outsider” or enemy ever helped you, even though you didn’t expect any help from them? If so, 

how did that experience affect your attitudes and actions moving forward? 
  
Tuesday, April 25 – Read Luke 6:6-11. One rabbinic rule said it was permissible to do something on the Sabbath 

to keep a sick or injured person from getting worse, but it broke the day’s holiness to help a sick person get well. (A 
hard line to draw!) But Jesus’ action and question said it was foolish to try to draw a line like that at all. His probing 

question left his enemies speechless. Despite their many rules, they weren’t willing to say openly that it was wrong 

to “do good” on the Sabbath.  Verses 6 and 7 suggest strongly that Jesus’ enemies either “planted” the crippled man 

in the synagogue, or watched closely because they knew Jesus was inclined to heal people. In a situation where his 

enemies were obviously watching, why do you think Jesus chose to make the healing public (verse 8), rather than 

asking the man to meet him in a private place after the service?  Verse 11 points to the tragic irony of Jesus’ 

ministry, one we see in many different stories. His enemies had no good answer to his question (“Is it legal on the 

Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it?”), yet all they saw in his question and his healing 

action was a threat to their cherished positions and traditions. What does it take for you to value Jesus’ saving and 

healing actions, even if they challenge you to change ideas or actions you have valued?  
  
Wednesday, April 26 – Read Matthew 21:23-27. Matthew said this exchange took place the day after Jesus 

“triumphal entry” into Jerusalem, when he disrupted the corrupt money-changing in the Temple courts (cf. Matthew 

21:12-13). The religious leaders, who profited from the money changing, asked what authority he had for his 

actions. Jesus replied with another question: what authority did John the Baptizer, his forerunner, have for baptizing 

with great spiritual power? The priests and elders found his question too awkward to answer. Jesus’ question was 

clever, but he was not just being evasive. He was acting on the same authority as John—God’s living presence. The 

religious authorities had not been willing to recognize that authority in John, so it made sense that they fought it in 

Jesus, too. What are some important indicators of God’s living presence in any activity? In what ways can that 

divine presence work through established channels? When does it need to reach beyond them? The Temple 

authorities did not believe that John, or Jesus, actually bore God’s authority. So why not just use their authority to 

say so? They gave their reason to one another:  “we’re afraid of the crowd” (verse 26). Though Jesus knew “the 
crowd” was often wrong  (cf. John 2:23-25), in this case they saw more clearly than the religious leaders. What 

wrong questions were the trained leaders asking that blinded them to a truth “the crowd” perceived accurately? 
  
Thursday, April 27. Read Luke 12:13-21. In his story, Jesus did not say God killed the wealthy man as a 

punishment for having large crops, even though he hoarded them for his own benefit. He said God rebuked the man 

for living in a foolish, shortsighted way. He assumed he could enjoy his hoarded wealth forever. God’s pointed 

question showed him that he had overlooked a fundamental fact of life—death. Pastor John Ortberg wrote about this 

story, “Jesus was very frank in his diagnosis. He doesn’t say the man was evil or wicked. He just calls him a fool. 

Why does Jesus use this harsh word? The man did not deliberately set out… to defy God…. He just devoted his life 

to the wrong things.” What different choices do you believe the rich man in Jesus’ parable could have made to be 

“rich toward God”? Are you making those kinds of choices? Jesus warned us to “be on your guard against all kinds 

of greed.” What different kinds of greed have you experienced? How can you assess whether you are getting your 
sense of meaning and value from material things? How easy or hard do you find it to accept Jesus’ teaching that 

“life does not consist in an abundance of possessions”? 



  
Friday, April 28 – Read Matthew 21:28-31. Jesus used parent/child relationships to cast light on our life with God. 

In this story, he asked which is better: giving a parent nice words while ignoring their wishes, or expressing your 

inner resistance and then doing what the parent asked you to do? The answer seemed simple. But it’s not always as 

simple to apply it to your walk with God, then or now. Jesus’ story contrasted a son who talked a good game with a 
son who ended up actually doing what his father asked. Which son was more authentic, and less concerned about 

“looking good”? In what areas, if any, are you aware of a need to grow toward greater authenticity in your spiritual 

life? Ask God for the courage to speak the truth in love to yourself, others and God. In Jesus’ day, people didn't just 

dislike tax collectors. They despised them—often rightly— as traitors who abused the poor. In Jesus’ day, 

prostitutes were, well, prostitutes. How could Jesus say prostitutes and tax collectors were entering God’s Kingdom 

before the religious leaders? For what reasons does God prefer honest repentance to pious words that don’t match 

our lives? 
  

 


