
STUDY GUIDE 
  
Monday, July 25 – Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-11.  The Corinthian church was in turmoil 
because of the immorality of the culture around them. Some Greeks, in rejecting 
immorality, rejected sex and marriage altogether. The Corinthian Christians wondered if 
this was what they should do also, so they asked Paul several questions: “Because sex is 
perverted (as we see in Corinth), shouldn’t we also abstain in marriage?” “If my spouse is 
not a follower of Christ, should I seek a divorce?” “Should unmarried people and widows 
remain unmarried?” Paul answered many of these questions by saying, “For now, stay 
put. Be content in the situation where God has placed you. If you’re married, don’t seek 
to be single. If you are single, don’t seek to be married. Live God’s way, one day at a 
time, and He will show you what to do.” 
  
Tuesday, July 26 – Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, 7:4. Spiritually, our bodies belong to 
God when we become Christ-followers because Jesus bought us by paying the price to 
release us from sin. Physically, our bodies belong to our spouses because God designed 
marriage so that, through the union of husband and wife, the two become one. Paul 
stressed complete equality in sexual relationships. Neither male nor female should seek 
dominance or autonomy.  Read 1 Corinthians 7:7. Both marriage and singleness are 
gifts from God. One is not morally better than the other, and both are valuable to 
accomplish God’s purposes. It is important for us, therefore, to accept our present 
situation. When Paul said he wished that all people were like him (i.e. unmarried), he was 
expressing his desire that more people would completely to the ministry without the 
added concerns of spouse and family, as he had done. He was not criticizing marriage – 
after all, it is God’s created way of providing companionship and populating the earth. 
   
Wednesday, July 27 – Read 1 Corinthians 7:12-14. Because of their desire to serve 
Christ, some people in the Corinthian church thought they ought to divorce their 
unbelieving spouses and marry Christians. But Paul affirmed the marriage commitment. 
God’s ideal is for marriages to stay together – even when one spouse is not a Christ-
follower. The Christian spouse should try to win the other to Christ. It would be easy to 
rationalize leaving; however, Paul makes a strong case for staying with the unbelieving 
spouse and being a positive influence on the marriage. Paul, like Jesus, believed that 
marriage was permanent. We know that as believers in Christ, we are blessed. But the 
blessings don’t stop there, but extend to others. God regards the marriage as 
“sanctified” (set apart for His use) by the presence of one Christian spouse. The other 
does not receive salvation automatically, but is helped by this relationship. The children 
of this marriage are to be regarded as “holy” (because of God’s blessing on the family 
unit) until they are old enough to decide themselves.    
  



Thursday, July 28 – Read 1 Corinthians 7:17, 20.  Apparently the Corinthians were 
ready to make wholesale changes without thinking through the ramifications. Paul was 
writing to say that people should be Christians were they are. You can do God’s work and 
demonstrate your faith anywhere. If you became a Christian after marriage, and your 
spouse is not a believer, remember that you don’t have to be married to a Christian to live 
for Christ. Don’t assume that you are in the wrong place, or stuck with the wrong person. 
You may be just where God wants you.  Often we are so concerned about what we could 
be doing for God somewhere else that we miss great opportunities right where we are. 
Paul says that when someone becomes a Christian, he or she should usually continue with 
the work he or she has previously been doing – provided it isn’t immoral or unethical. 
Every job can become Christian work when you realize that the purpose of your life is to 
honor, serve and speak out for Christ. Because God has placed you where you are, look 
carefully for opportunities to serve him there. 
  
Friday, July 29 – Read 1 Corinthians 7:28.  Many people naively think that marriage 
will solve their problems. Here are some problems marriage won’t solve: (1) loneliness, 
(2) sexual temptation, (3) satisfaction of one’s deepest emotional needs, (4) elimination of 
life’s difficulties. Marriage alone does not hold two people together, but commitment 
does – commitment to Christ and to each other despite conflicts and problems. As 
wonderful as it is, marriage does not automatically solve every problem. Whether married 
or single, we must be content with our situation and focus on Christ, not on loved ones, to 
help address our problems. 
  
Saturday, July 30 – Read 1 Corinthians 7:32-34, 38.  Some single people feel 
tremendous pressure to be married. They think their lives can be complete only with a 
spouse. But Paul underlines one advantage of being single – the potential of a greater 
focus on Christ and his work. When Paul says the unmarried person does even better, he 
is talking about the potential time available for service to God. The single person doesn’t 
have the responsibility of caring for a spouse and raising a family. Singleness, however, 
does not ensure service to God – involvement in service depends on the commitment of 
the individual. 


